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Honorable Shira Scheindlin
US4, District Judge Southern District of New York, United States Courthouse, 500 Pearl Street,
New York, 10007

Your Honor, Madam Judge!

Members of Parliament of the Supreme Legislative Body of Russia, Deputies of the Russian
Federation State Duma are appealing to Your Honor amid hopes that your high level of
professionalism, rich life experience, independent thinking and adherence to ideals of humanism
will help to impartially and objectively present to the jurors all circumstances leading to the
arrest in Thailand of our countryman Victor Anatolievich Bout and to his subsequent extradition
to the United States, detention and trial.

The very fact of his arrest, which was instigated by the US Secret Service and later his
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extraditiontothe United States; carried out withr grave violations of the Thai Law, Iitternational
Law as well as human rights evoke among us considerable concern and alarm for citizen of
Russia Victor Bout’s future.

Victor Bout’s situation is aggravated by the fact that US mass media imposed on the public an
absolutely false image of him: of an allegedly greedy swindler, cynical arms tycoon and
unscrupulous arms dealer connected to such ominous organizations as the Taliban and the
“brainchild” of Bin Laden - “al-Qaeda”.

But in reality everything is completely the opposite. It is no secret that Victor Bout’s name still
appears in Taliban’s and al-Qaeda’s black lists due to the fact that he was the main organizer and
sponsor of a successful operation (carried out in August of 1996) that resulted in a bold escape of
a Russian flight crew of the civil cargo plane “Il-76” from Taliban captivity and the return of this
aircraft to the Russian aviation company of Tatarstan. The airplane and the crew were captured
by the Taliban in May of 1995 and for more than a year were held captive in a region controlled
by the Taliban near the city of Qandahar. In this context, the campaign launched against Bout by
mass media on an international scale looks like a premeditated act aimed at discrediting a
Russian citizen and Russia.
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According to his lawyer, Victor Bout’s case to a great extent is based on unconfirmed
speculations, shaky versions of events, questionable evidence and unfounded accusations voiced
in mass media for almost a decade. Thus, public opinion manipulation regarding V. Bout started
many years prior to the act of provocation committed by the DEA, which ended in his arrest.
Furthermore, a detailed analysis of UN documents conducted by V. Bout’s defense shows that
the reports submitted by expert groups of the UN Security Council concerning Angola, Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Somalia, in which he is mentioned as a “leader of the largest illegal network of
arms trafficking,” in reality do not offer any proof of V. Bout’s illegal activities and to a
significant degree are based on unconfirmed information received from unreliable sources.

The operation itself carried out by the DEA against Victor Bout also gives rise in Russia to
considerable doubt. Victor Bout on numerous occasions declared to his lawyers that prior to
negotiations in Bangkok, he had no doubt that the people he was meeting were neither members
of the FARC (insurgent organization “Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia™) nor their
trusted confidants. According to V. Bout, he was sure that he was dealing with international
swindlers.

For Russians it is also difficult to understand why V. Bout is being charged with attempting to
conspire with the intent to kill as well as other serious crimes when in fact he was conversing not
with the FARC but with US paid informants who tried to involve him in illegal activities.
Moreover, it is difficult for Russians to agree that a person can be charged with a crime solely on
the basis of statements allegedly spoken, in total absence of hard evidence attesting to the fact
that in reality and materially he took part in a conspiracy.

Furthermore, according to Russian Law and legislation of most countries in the world (including
Thailand where V. Bout was arrested), the FARC is not deemed to be a terrorist organization.

We therefore ask Your Honor to pay special attention to the severe conditions of V. Bout’s
detention in Thailand and in the US that also violate human rights and International Law and
negatively affect our countryman’s physical and mental health.

In business circles, among colleagues, friend and relatives, Victor Bout has been regarded for a
long time as an honest, respectable, moral and kind-hearted person and as a law-abiding,

———responsible-and-trustworthy businessman: Victor Bout-has never beenaccused of a-crime-within————

the territory of the Russian Federation. He is an exemplary family man.

The Deputies of the State Duma of the Russian Federation believe that this case demonstrates the
existence of political motivation as well as attempts made by certain US circles to artificially
attach this topic to the problem of combating international terrorism and, thus, to cause harm to
the interests and reputation of the Russian Federation and to previously reached bilateral
agreements within the framework of the “reset” policy of Russian-American relations.

The recently declared, by the leaders of our countries, “reset” of relations between the US and
Russia envisages policymaking in the spirit of mutual respect of States and peoples of our
countries and rigorous adherence to the rights of citizens of the US and Russia. Whether or not
this “reset” in fact takes place - today this depends not only on the Presidents of our countries but
on each and every representative of the branches of power: executive, legislative and judicial.

The American System of Justice is famous for the independence and objectivity of its court
rulings. We hope that you will continue this noble tradition and impartially, objectively and
without prejudice present to the jurors every detail in V. Bout’s case and that they will render a
reasonable, fair and humane verdict.
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Respectfully,

Deputies of the State Duma
Signature (Lukyanova)
Signature (Sechenov)
Signature (Drapeko E.G.)
Signature (Ivanov S.V.)
Signature (Gudkov)
Signature (Aksyenova A.)
Signature (Lepareva)
Signature (Illegible)

Executed by: Bondarenko A.G. Tel: 8(495)692-12-79

[ Translated from Russian by trial interpreter, Yana Agoureev, 10/19/2011.]
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TOCVIAPCTBEHHAS IYMA
®EJEPAIBHOTO COBPAHUS POCCUNCKOU GEJEPAILIMU
IATOTO CO3bIBA

JEINNYTAT
IF'OCYJTAPCTBEHHOM 1YMBbI

(2008-2011)
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Cynbe ®epepanbroro cyna FOxnoro
okpyra r. Hero-Hopka

r-xe LIUPE WIEW/UJTMH

USA, District Judge Southern District of New York. United
States Courthouse, 500 Pearl Street, New York, 10007

Bama yects, rocnoxka Cyapsa!

K Bam ofpamatorcs napiaMeHTapud BbICIIErO 3aKOHOZATEJIbHOTO OpraHa
Poccuu, npenyrarel 'ocynapersennoii ymbl Poccuiickoit ®Denepaunu, B Hazexae Ha
TO, uTO Bail BbicOKMH NpodeccHoHanu3M, O0raTblid )U3HEHHBIH OIBIT, HE3ABUCUMOCTh
MBILUIEHUS] U NPUBEPKEHHOCTh HjeajlaM T'YMaHHOCTH TOMOTYT OeCIpUCTPACTHO U
00BEKTUBHO MPEACTABUTh Cyly IPUCSIKHBIX, BCe 00CTOATENHCTBA, NPUBEALIME HALIETO
cooTeyecTBeHHHKa Bukropa AHaronbeBuua byra k apecty B Taunanne, a 3atem u
skctpaguiui B CIIA, TropeMHOMY 3aKiTIOUEHHIO U CyAeOHOMY pa3bHpaTesibCTRY.

Cam dakr apecta, crpoBonupoBaHHorO criencayxoamu CILIA, u Beiea 3a 3TUM —
NpoBeJeHHass ¢ TIpyOeHIIMMHU  HApyUIEHUSIMU TAWCKOIO  3aKOHOAATENbCTBA U
MeKIlyHapOIHbIX HOPM, a TaKXe [TpaB 4enoBeKa, akcTpaaniius B CoequHeHnsble Llltartsl,
BBI3BIBAIOT y HAc KpailHIoI OOECIIOKOEHHOCTh M TPEBOrY 3a JalbHeHiylo cyanOy
rpaxaaHuHa Poccun Bukropa byra.

[Monoxenue B.Byra ycyrybssiercs Tem, uTO CpeacTBa MaccoBod HHpopMauuu
CLIA HaBs3bIBAIOT HIMPOKOH ayauTopuu abCOMOTHO JIOXHBIM ero obpas: amyHOro
adepucTa, IIMHUYHOTO OPYXEHHOro MarHara U OeCIpUHIMITHOTO TOProOBLA OPYXKHEM,
CBSI3aHHOIO C TAKMM 3JIOBCIMMH OpraHu3aldsM{d Kak JABikeHue «Tanubaw» nu
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«neruue» ben-Jlanena «Anp-Kanga».

OnHako B [OeHCTBUTENBHOCTH BCE OOCTOMT ¢ TOYHOCTHIO [0 Haobopor. He
cekpert, 4yto ums Bukropa byta 10 cux nop HaxoauTcs B UepHbIX cruckax «Tanubanay
1 «Anb-Kauzbl», TaK KaK MMEHHO OH SBJISUICS OCHOBHBIM OPTaHM3aTOPOM U CIIOHCOPOM
ycTieltHoM onepauuu (IpoBeeHHON B aBrycte 1996 roja), B pesylbrare KOTOpoi ObLT
OCYILIECTBJICH Jep3KUM noder M3 TajuOCKOTO IJieHa POCCUHCKOrO JIETHOTO JKHIaxKa
rpaxaickoro rpyzosoro camonera «MJI-76» u Bo3BparT 3TOro BO3AYLIHOIO nNaiiHepa
poccuiickoii aBuakoMmanuM Tarapctana. CamMoné€r U sSkunax ObUIM  3aXBaueHBI
tTannbamd B Mae 1995 roma u Oosblle Tona yaep>XMBAalIUCh HA TIOAKOHTPONLHOH MM
TeppUTOpHH B paiione ropoaa Kanpgarapa. B 3ToM KoHTekcTe kamnanus npotuB byra,
pazBazanHas CMHM B MexayHaponHoM Maciutabe, BBIDILAMT Kak  3apaHee
OpraHM30BaHHAas aKLMs C LEeNbI0 TMCKPEIMTALIMH POCCHIICKOTO rpaXKaanuHa U Poccun.

Heno B.byTa, 1o MHeHHIO €ro aBOKaTOB, B 3HAYMTEIBHON Mepe OCHOBAHO HA HE
MOATBEPXKIEHHBIX (DAaKTaMU JOMBICTAX, IIATKHUX BEPCUSAX, COMHHUTEJLHOTO CBOMCTBA
YIMKaxX U HEeyOeqUTeNbHbIX OOBHHEHHUAX, 3ByYaBiinx B CMU B TeueHune nouTtu JaecsaTu
ner. O6paboTka MHPOBOTO OOLIECTBEHHOIO MHEHHMSI B OTHOLICHHMH B. byrta, Takum
o0pa3oM, Hayaylach 3a rofbl JO IMPOBOKaLMOHHOM onepauun DEA, 3akoHUMBILIEHCS ero
apecToM.

Taxoxe, TiiarensHbId anann3 JokymeHToB OOH, nposenenHslit 3aiuuToil B. byra,
nokasalsl, 4To JOKIajbi 3KcnepTHeiXx rpynn Cosera besomacnoct OOH no Awnrone,
JInbepun, Creppa Jleone u ComManu, B KOTOPbIX OH YIIOMUHAETCS KaK «PyKOBOJHMTEINb
KpyTHEeHIIed HesleralbHOH CeTH MO TOProBje BOOPY)XEHHSMH», Ha CaMOM Jiele He
coznep>kar HMKaKWMX JO0Ka3aTeNnbCcTB NPOTHBONpaBHOW jaedrensHoctn B. byra, m Bo
MHOTOM OCHOBaHbI Ha HenpoBepeHHOH WH(OpPMAaLUH, MONYyYEHHOH W3 HEeHaJeXHbIX
MCTOYHHMKOB.

Cama onepauuss DEA nporus B. byra rtaxxe BbI3biBaeT B Poccuu Hemalbie
COMHeHHsA. Bukrop bByT HEONHOKpaTHO 3asB/SsI CBOMM aJIBOKaraM, 4YTO Mepej
neperoBopaMu B baHrkoke He MMesl HUKAKMX COMHEHHMH B TOM, YTO JIFOIHM, ¢ KOTOPBIMH
OH HIeNl BeTpedarbes, He sgBiAtorcs wieHaMd FARC (moBcraHdeckas oOpraHM3alus
"PeBoIIIOLINOHHBIE BOOPYXEHHbIE CHJIbI KomyMOun") unm ux 10BepeHHbIMU Juamu. 1o
cnosam B. byta, on 6b11 yBepeH, UTO UMeeT [1e10 ¢ MEXAYHapOAHbIMU MOLIEHHUKAMH.

Poccusinam, Takxe, O4eHb CJIOKHO TIOHSTH, noyeMy B. ByTy uHKxpuUMuHHpYyeTCs
MOMbITKA CroBopa ¢ Lelbl0 YOMHCTBa M HHBIE TSDKKHE IpPECTYIUIEHHS, €cld B
nedcteuTeNnpHOCTH OH oOmancs He ¢ FARC, a ¢ aMepuKaHCKUMHM IUIQTHBIMU
OCBEJIOMHTENISIMHU, KOTOPbIE IBITAIMCE NPUBNEYb €0 K NPOTUBOIIPABHOHU AEATEILHOCTH.
Poccusinam TeM Oorniee TPyAHO COTNACHTBCA € TEM, YTO 4YeJOBEKa OOBHHSIOT B
NPeCTYINICHHH Ha OCHOBAHWM OAHHUX TOJIbKO BBICKA3bIBAHMH, SAKOObI IPOHU3HECEHHBIX
UM BCJIYX, HPHU MOJIHOM OTCYTCTBHUH KakKMX-IMOO TBEpABIX 0Ka3aTelbCTB TOTO, YTO OH
peajibHO ¥ MaTepHaJIbHO y4acTBOBAJ B CTOBOPE.

Kpome TOro, ¢ TOYKH 3peHMUsi POCCUHCKOIO 3AKOHONATENLCTBA, KakK W
3aKOHOZATENLCTB OONBUIMHCTBA CTpaH Mupa (Bkitouyas Taunaun, rae B. Byt 6wl
apecrtosaH ), FARC He gBnsercs TeppopucTHUeCKON OpraHu3aluei.

Ilpocum oOpatuTh ocoboe BHUMaHHE HA THKEIBIE YCIOBHS TIOPEMHOIO
conep:xkanusi B.byra B Taunanae u CILA, xoTopble Takxe ABJISIOTCA HAPYLICHUEM [IPaB
YeJIOBEKA M MEKIYHAPOIHBIX HOPM M OTPMLIATENIbHO CKa3bIBAlOTCH Ha (DM3UYECKOM H
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NCUXOJOTHYECKOM COCTOSTHUH 3/10POBbS HALIETO COOTEHECTBEHHUKA.

B nenoBeix Kpyrax, B cpelie COCIY)XMBLEB, Apy3ell U Onuskux Bukropa byta naBHO
CJIOKUJIOCH MHEHHE O HeM, KaK O YeCTHOM, HOOPOMNOpSIOYHOM, BbICOKOHPABCTBECHHOM
M OT3BIBYMBOM YEJIOBEKE M  33KOHOIOCIYLIHOM OTBETCTBEHHOM  HaJe)XKHOM
npeanpyuHumarene. BUkTop byt HuKoraa He npHUBiekancs K cyieOHOH 0OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
Ha TeppuTopuu Poccuiickoit ®enepanuu. OH ABISETCS NIPUMEPHDBIM CEMbSHUHOM.

Henyratel TocymapctBenHod Jlympl P® monaraioT, 4to B 3TOM  Jefie
IPUCYTCTBYIOT TMOMUTUYECKHE MOTHMBBI, a TaKXe TONBITKH OIpelelieHHbIX KpPYroB
CILA ucKyccTBEHHO NPUBA3aTh JaHHYIO TeMY K npobneMe 60pbrObl ¢ MEXAyHAPOIHBIM
TEPPOPU3MOM M TeM CaMblM HaHeCTH yulep0d MHTepecaM M penyTtauuu Poccuiickoit
Denepatiuy, a Takke HJOCTUTHYTHIM paHee BYCTOPOHHHM JOTOBOPEHHOCTAM B paMKax
MONUTHKHU «IIepe3arpy3Kiu» B pOCCUHCKO-aMepPHKaHCKHX OTHOLIEHHUSX.

OObpsiBneHHas HeNaBHO pYyKOBOJUTENsMU HalIMX CTPaH «lepe3arpy3ka» B
orHomenusx CIHA wu Poccum npennonaraet mnpoBeleHHE T[ONUTHUKH B IyXe
B3aMMOYBa)XX€HUSI T[OCYJapcTB M HaApOAOB HALIMX CTPaH, HEYKOCHUTEIILHOTO
coomonenuss npaB rpaxiaaH CHIA wu Poccuu. Cocrtoutrcs nu ne-akto 3Ta
«repe3arpy3ka», CerofiHs 3aBUCUT He Touibko OT Ilpe3uneHToB HAUIMX CTpaH, HO U OT
K&XOOro INpeaCcTaBUTENss BETBEH BIACTH: MCIOJIHUTENBHONW, 3aKOHOAATEIBHOM H
cyneOHOMN.

AMepHKaHCKOe NpPaBOCYAHE CJIABUTCS HE3aBUCUMOCTBIO H OOBEKTUBHOCTBIO
cyaeHcKux penieHud. Mel Hageemcs, 4To Bbl npoaokuTe 3Ty 61aropoiHyo Tpaguimio
¥ HenpenB3siTo, OObEKTHBHO, OECTPUCTPACTHO TIPENOJHECeTe MPHUCIKHBIM KaxIbii
HioaHc B zenie B.byta, a OHM BblHeCyT B3BEeLUEHHBIH, CHpPaBeIJIMBBIA U TyMaHHbIH
BEPIOUKT.
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