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ci vi li zed de moc ra cy. It is in te res ting, that this 
lo gic se ems to be in tu i ti ve ly gras ped by RF fi
nan ce mi nis ter Ale xey Kud rin, who in his spe
ech on the last Fo rum no ti ced: 

”
I wo uld be 

ve ry ca re ful with such ins ti tu ti ons li ke OPEC. 
Car tels are not tho se ins ti tu ti ons which might 
dec re a se risks on the mar kets, inc lu ding oil 
mar ket… I wo uld al so be ve ry ca re ful abo ut 
na tu ral gas car tels.“

Anot her way of brin ging end to the third oil 
epoch is tech no lo gy. New ide as might free 
ener gy com pa ni es from de pen den ce on so
ve re ign co unt ri es de po sits of oil and gas. For 
examp le, ext rac ti on be y ond the shelf or al
ter na ti ve ener gy, such as so lar, wind, even 
nuc le ar and so on. But new tech no lo gi es in 
ext rac ti on co me slow ly. It is hard to be li e ve 
but ave ra ge age of en gi ne ers in oil in dust ry 
is abo ut 50 ye ars, ac cor ding to And rew Go
uld, cha ir man and chi ef exe cu ti ve of fi cer of 
Schlum ber ger Li mi ted. He no ti ced that in his 
spe ech on the pre vi o us Fo rum. Al ter na ti ve 
so ur ces might inf lu en ce the mar ket in fu tu re 
(see the box), but so far they are eit her too 
ex pen si ve or even mo re rest ric ted li ke for 
examp le nuc le ar po wer.

Mo re o ver, it is pos sib le, that de mand for 
oil be ca me less elas tic. Thi er ry Des ma rest 
Cha ir man of To tal’s Bo ard of Di rec tors on the 
pre vi o us Fo rum sa id that dec li ne in oil con
sump ti on in de ve lo ped na ti ons was much lo
wer than at the sa me pri ce in the be gin ning of 
1980s. It is pos sib le, that is be ca u se pe op le 
be ca me ric her, or may be they be ca me mo re 
de pen dent on per so nal trans por ta ti on. In any 
ca se in the co ming de ca des, most li ke ly, we 
will see ve ry dif fe rent and on ave ra ge high oil 
pri ce.

anti-crisis programs So on cri sis will 
ce leb ra te its se cond birth day. In dif fe rent co
unt ri es it ca me in dif fe rent ti mes, but we al re
a dy ha ve two cont rac ting ide o lo gi es of tack
ling the tro ub le: US along with UK suf fe ring 
from de le ve ra ging print mo ney, res tart cre dit 
mar kets, imp ro ve ca pi tal of banks and la y ing 
gro und for re forms on fi nan ci al mar kets. On 
the ot her si de is Chi na suf fe ring from ex ports 
col lap se inc re a ses go vern ment spen ding 
on inf rast ruc tu re, bu ys com mo di ti es, or ders 
sta te banks to is sue mo re cre dit and sta te 
com pa ni es to ke ep emp lo y ment and in vest 
in new equ ip ment. Of co ur se, it is too ear ly to 
com pa re re sults as Chi na just star ted to slow 
down, but so far the sco re is 6,1% in fa vor 
of Chi na, its GDP ro se on this num ber in the 
first qu ar ter and US one on the sa me num ber 
slid down.

Mik ha il Dmit ri ev thinks that the best way 
to fight the cri sis for Rus sia is dep re ci a ti on 
of rub le, inc re a se of unemp lo y ment be ne
fits, rest ric ti on on ins pec ti ons and ot her ad
mi nist ra ti ve bur den for bu si ness, inc re a se in 
go vern ment purc ha ses and lo an gu a ran ti es. 
He al so be li e ves that na ti o na li za ti on of banks 
to inc re a se the cre dit to eco no my will le ad to 
ag gra va ti on of bad lo ans prob lem. 70% of 
ava i lab le for an ticri sis prog rams mo ney Mik
ha il wo uld spend on sup port of bu si ness and 
on ly 30% wo uld go to ho u se holds.

Bo ris Mintz sup ports le es fun da men tal 
chan ges: dec re a se in ta xes and cre dit in te
rest ra tes, inc re a se in mo ney supp ly inc lu
ding by inc re a se in go vern ment purc ha ses. 
He wo uld spend on ly 25% of mo ney ava i lab le 
for an ticri ris prog rams on sup port for bu si
ness and the rest — for ho u se holds.

prospects For tHe eVoLUtion oF 
poLiticaL sYstems Po ten ti al ly in this 
ses si on one may see mo re de ba tes than in 
ot hers. This is be ca u se po li ti cal sci en ce just 

se ve ral de ca des ago star ted to use sta tis tics 
and math to test hy pot he ses and the o ri es. So 
ma ny re se arc hes still are most ly ver bal, and 
it is hard to un ders tand what is go ing on with 
po li ti cal pre fe ren ces of pe op le in re a li ty, not 
in re se arc her’s mind. But let us ho pe that so
me mo dern re se arc hers will ma ke re ports on 
the ses si on, be ca u se pre fe ren ces lo ok chan
ge dra ma ti cal ly. In USA an af roame ri can be
co mes a pre si dent, in Tha i land pre mi ermi
nis ter is for ced to re sign un der ac cu sa ti ons in 
elec ti on fra ud, in Gre e ce yo ung pe op le clash 
with po li ce, in te ri or mi nis ter ask for re sig na ti
on, but it is not ac cep ted.

Is it pos sib le that in for ma ti on tech no lo gy 
ma ke mis ta kes and tricks of tho se in po wer 
mo re and mo re evi dent and known to or di
na ry pe op le? Is it pos sib le, that gro wing le vel 
of edu ca ti on and con cent ra ti on of edu ca ted 
pe op le in ci ti es shift pre fe ren ces of the me di
an vo ter to mo re et hi cal le a ders hip?

Ex perts di sag ree abo ut pers pec ti ves of 
Rus si an po li ti cal de ve lop ment. 

”
I ex pect that 

in our co unt ry po li ti cal and so ci al va lu es will 

con ver ge with the va lu es of de ve lo ped co
unt ri es“, — sa ys Mik ha il Med ve dev. 

”
Spe a king abo ut po li ti cal pre fe ren ces over 

aut ho ri ta ri a nism ver sus de moc ra cy, I be li e ve 
in Rus sia pe op le are tra di ti o nal ly pre fer the 
for mer. For now the co unt ry is ve ry far away 
from shif ting to com pe ti ti ve mo del of go vern
ment“, — rep li es Bo ris Mintz.

training FUtUre worLd Leaders 
”
The aca de mic scho ol lags be hind prac ti

cal ne eds… How to brid ge the gap bet we en 
aca de mic edu ca ti on and re a li ti es of li fe?“ — 
is of fe red as ses si on desc rip ti on by aut hors 
of the of fi ci al Fo rum prog ram. I am af ra id, 
such sta te ments will puzz le pe op le from wes
tern edu ca ti on sys tem. So me pro fes sors and 

sci en tists might lag be hind prac ti cal ne eds, 
but the who le aca de mic scho ol! 

”
What to do 

if we ha ve such sys tem in Rus sia?“ — so me 
lo cals may ask. 

”
How do we know?“ — fo re

ig ners will rep ly. 
”
We ne ver let our aca de mia 

fall so much and thus we ha ve ne ver fi xed it 
on such sca le“, — they wo uld add.

Short per so nal ex pe ri en ce in pri va te Ame
ri can and sta te Rus si an uni ver si ti es ma kes 
me fe el that ac tu al ly it is not so much ne eds to 
do: fix uni ver si ty ma na ge ment, ma ke re gu lar 
re al qu a li ty au dit, inc re a se sci en ti fic le vel of 
prog rams, en han ce rec ru it ment of stu dents 
and pro fes sors, inc re a se sa la ri es for the lat
ter and pro vi de grants for re se arch which 
sho uld be co me ne ces sa ry for suc cess, help 
stu dents go ing ab ro ad for MAs and PhDs 

opinion po wer oF in no Va ti ons

¶ Ber nard Lu key, ge ne ral di rec tor of in ter net-
shop oZon.ru:

”
in ter net is ve ry im por tant fac tor inc re a sing com

mu ni ca ti on spe ed and vo lu me and cont ri bu ting by 
this to in no va ti on bre akthro ugh. Among in no va ti on 

di rec ti ons i wo uld mark out le ga li za ti on of elect ro nic 
do cu ment exc han ge sys tem in the le gal fi eld (inc lu
ding tax and co urt fi elds). imp le men ta ti on of such 
sys tem wo uld spe ed up bu si ness pro ces ses, dec re
a se costs and sa ve fo rests.“
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